
[Music]

Female Voice: You are now listening to the IELTS Podcast. Learn from tutors and ex-examiners

who are masters of IELTS preparation. Your host, Ben Worthington.

[Music]

Ben: Hello there, IELTS students. In this tutorial, we are looking at recent Speaking Part 2

questions seen around the internet and seen by our students who took the exam in then sent us in

their experiences and the questions they saw.

Also, we ask our students to do this and what we do is-- especially with the writing-- we update

our online course with questions seen by our students and then it's more likely that when they get

to the paper-- when they do the official exam hopefully, they will have a question that they've

already answered. They'll have a writing question that they've already answered.

This has happened once or twice. Obviously, we cannot guarantee it nor do we recommend it's

the best strategy looking for recent questions. However, it does help and once in a while, a

student will get lucky and they'll know exactly what to write.
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Talking about the best strategy, the best strategy for the writing is to go in there knowing exactly

what you are going to do; knowing exactly how you're going to attack the question. And this is

exactly what we teach. We teach a system for analyzing the question, breaking it down, and then

dropping in your ideas and producing a fully high-scoring coherent essay that impresses the

examiners; full of C2 verbs, full of C2 language which is basically band 8, band 9 language.

With some feedback, it's the best way to improve and to write your essay.

Anyway, in this tutorial as I said, we're looking at recent Speaking Part 2 questions and what I’ll

do is first, I’ll give you the questions. Maybe you want to pause the recording and just

brainstorm a few different ideas and then when I give you my presentations-- my Part 2 cue card

answers you can possibly note down some vocabulary or even the structure I used and then

enhance your own Part 2 sample answer.

And as I said recently in other tutorials, I strongly recommend you find more sample answers

and write out your answers even though it's a speaking exam. Writing them down will let you see

your ideas. You'll be more aware of any phrases that you might be repeating. You'll be more

aware of vocabulary that you can upgrade. So, either record yourself or write it out and this way,

you can reflect on it, you can review it, and it's a much quicker way to improve.
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Also, we have a speaking feedback service whereby we send you some recent questions and then

you send us in a recording. We give you feedback on this and we give you strategies on how to

improve your confidence, your fluency, your accuracy, your pronunciation, and this way you can

focus just on what you need to improve upon rather than as I’ve said before, running through the

forest with the blindfold on and not knowing exactly what to improve. This way, we identify

what you need to work on. You just put all your effort into that area that we've identified and we

see vast improvements.

Let's jump into it. So, the first question. Describe a time when you got close to wild animals. As

I’ve said before, if you can picture this time or this event, it becomes much easier because all of

a sudden-- we all know the expression the picture says a thousand words and it's so true. Just

close your eyes. Think of a time when you got close to wild animals.

Obviously, we have the next bullet point. You should say where you were, what the animals were

doing, who you were with, and what your reaction was. So, it's almost who, what, why, where,

when and there's also what your reaction was. So, don't forget about that and remember when

you are giving your talk, it's usually a good idea to methodically work through the bullet points.

This way you can be certain you're not going to miss a point which could cost you points later.
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Next question. Describe a part of a city or town you enjoy spending time in. So, close your eyes.

Think about a part of a city or town you enjoy spending time in. You should say where it is, what

it is you like, and what you do there. Also, explain why you enjoy spending time there.

Again, we will work methodically through these points. We’ll brainstorm for ideas and different

concepts maybe that we can talk about, add them to the bullet points, and work methodically

through and give a full coherent presentation.

Final one. Describe a time you were pleased with your purchase. You should say what it is,

where you bought it, what it was for, and explain why it made you happy. Also, remember if

anecdotes-- little stories-- spring to mind, write them out or just write out a few words that kind

of remind you of that anecdote and then you can add it to your presentation when it becomes

useful or when we get to that certain point.

So, let's jump into it. Describe a time when you got close to wild animals. I would like to talk

about the time when I was at a friend's house helping out in his garden in Australia and he had a

beautiful house up in the hills. I think it was somewhere in between Melbourne and Sydney if I

remember correctly.
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It wasn't exactly a lot of animals, but I remember I got close to one wild animal once. And what I

did is I was bouncing down the hill to the little stream at the bottom. I was in quite a happy mood

and then I put one foot in front of me and I saw what looked like a snake and the snake spun

around and was just looking at me and kind of had its eyes on me and I froze. Fortunately, I just

saw it's long body and I froze before I took another step and I think the snake was just going

about its normal day and I’d kind of noisily maybe disrupted it, but I just froze, took another step

backwards, and then froze again.

And I was like okay, I don't know if the snake is poisonous or not, but I’m just going to move

away and if I don't do anything, it's probably not going to do anything against me. So, eventually

after what seemed like an eternity, eventually the snake turned around and just carried on

crossing the path.

I was on my own and I was a little bit scared, to be honest and after that, I carried on my weight

down to the stream. I progressed a little bit slower and with more caution and I think for the rest

of the time I was at my friend's house, I was incredibly more cautious. And even though that was

just one wild animal throughout my stay in my friend's house, we didn't really see that many

other wild animals. And that's my small presentation about when I saw a wild animal. I hope you

liked it.
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So, throughout that small talk I was sharing my emotions and perhaps I got a bit ahead of myself

because I had to explain my reaction. I wasn't going to wait till the end of the talk, but I also just

expressed what my reaction was explicitly just to make sure that I was going to get full points.

Perhaps it wasn't entirely accurate because I couldn't say that they were wild animals. It was just

one and I did think about explaining that and I did briefly mention it near the end, but in all

honesty, I thought it would be more difficult to explain that I only saw one wild animal than

seeing a whole load of wild animals because you don't usually see a pack of snakes together. So,

I just mentioned that it was only one animal and I could have said we will probably see more

wild animals, but as I said, it just wasn't worth the effort.

So, yes. I worked through the points there. I mentioned where I was, what the animal was doing.

It was just going about its day. And who I was with. I was on my own. And also, there's a few

phrases there like I remember vividly or if I remember correctly and these are all little phrases

that can enrich your speaking presentation.

Let's have a look at the next one. Describe a part of a city or town you enjoy spending time in.

You should say where it is, what it is you like, what you do there, and explain why you enjoy
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spending time there. Okay. I would like to talk about a part of a city that I used to love-- a part of

a city where I used to live and I really loved this part of the city.

It was basically the River Park or Turia Park in Valencia and Valencia is a city in Spain basically

between Alicante and Barcelona. I think it's closer to Alicante than Barcelona, but it's on the

coast and this part of the city kind of runs through around the old part of the city and it's just

simply beautiful.

It's a massive green stretch of parkland. I think it used to be the river and it got drained out

because it was always empty and they just converted it into a park. And I would go there for bike

rides with my friends. I would always take any friends who visited. I would take them to the

park. I’d show them. They would be really impressed. Sometimes we'd go there for badminton.

Sometimes there would be like a market and there always seemed to be something going on.

And I’d enjoy spending my time there because it was really quiet surprisingly and also, it's so

lush. I mean there was a lot of watering going on and there's lots of different plants and it was

just a real beautiful place to escape from. Whenever I go back to Valencia I spend some time

there because it's just really enjoyable. And that's a part of the town or city that I really loved

spending my time in.
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There we go. So, you could probably tell there are quite a lot of adjectives there. I used the

conditional-- when people visited me from abroad, I would take them there. I said it was lush. I

really tried to avoid saying nice because I don't think nice is the richest of words especially to

describe this park.

So, again I’m working through the points. I’m giving little anecdotes and I’m just explaining.

When people came to visit me from the UK or wherever, I’d always take them to the park. Just

little stories like that. Again, I’m closing my eyes especially during the planning stage just trying

to visualize, trying to get an image of the pack and then from there, I can really expand on the

story. I can really expand and probably recall more details and add more information to my talk.

And again, there's always a rich collection of collocations we can use like if I remember

correctly, if my memory serves me well, as far as I recall; all of these little phrases just to help us

get through points where it might be a little bit difficult.

Final cue card. Describe a time you were pleased with your purchase. You should say what it

was, where you bought it, what it was for, and explain why it made you happy. I would like to

talk about my first iPhone I bought. I got it online. It was an iPhone 5. It was about-- I can't

remember the price exactly, but I do remember it was a lot of money. I think I bought it on eBay

© IELTSPodcast.com / B.Worthington / BW English Services. 2020. All Rights Reserved.
Recent Speaking Part 2 Questions and Sample Answers

IELTS Online Course - Jump to Band 7 or it's Free!

IELTS Essay Correction Service

Click here for IELTS Materials (free)

https://www.ieltspodcast.com/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post421
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/speaking-part-2-questions-answers/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post421
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/online-ielts-course/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post421
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/essay-correction-service/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post421
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/sign/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post421


which my friend said was a little bit risky, but I justified it because it was considerably cheaper

than buying it new from the shops. It was secondhand, but new according to the person who was

selling it.

I bought it because I kind of justified to myself that I needed something to take decent pictures

with and I was incredibly frustrated with my current phone at the time. And this phone it really--

I guess it made me happy because I’d been waiting a long time to purchase the phone and I’d

been doing a lot of research and then I finally found one that was secondhand, but new. So,

according to the buyer, it got sent to him from his company. He didn't need it because he was

happy with his current phone, so he just decided to put it straight on to eBay and I believed him.

We did the transaction. It arrived and I was more than happy with it. And another reason why it

made me happy was because it was fast and I could do a lot of different things with it. For

example, I could shoot videos. I could use new apps. I could have 10 different apps open at the

same time which was unthinkable before. So, yes. That's my purchase and I was very pleased

with it and I hope you enjoyed my presentation. Thank you.

So, there we go. It was quite brief. I went through all the points. I told a little story about why.

Because I was frustrated with my existing phone. I told another little story; I’d been saving up
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for it. I told another little anecdote about it being risky to purchase online. Maybe it wasn't

anecdotal stories, but just little details.

And I couldn't really think about what it was for so I was just kind of like-- I did lie a little bit

there saying it was for videos. I needed a reason and also I added a few more reasons once they

came into my mind. I was like oh, and there was another reason which was that I needed it for

the speed because my other one was slow.

So, there we go. It is quite straightforward Part 2, but I would recommend also-- I know it's easy

for me to say that as a native English speaker-- however, if you do your preparation like write out

your answers, if you get used to speaking for two minutes at a time, and also if you can record

yourself, and also listen to other Part 2 presentations.

And here's another little structure that could be useful. You could say I guess I bought it for two

reasons. Firstly, because my phone was slow. My original phone was slow and secondly, I

wanted to record videos. Now, if we use this structure, then it lends a little bit of coherence

because if I say I did xyz for two reasons, I can say firstly then I can say secondly and we can

use what is called signaling language. And this just helps us order our thoughts and order our

presentation.
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Now, if you like little tips like that then the Speaking Confidence course will help you a lot

because we've got lots of little different pieces of advice in the Speaking Confidence course and

it's all about stacking the deck in your favor. So, you take a little piece of advice, add it with

another piece of advice, and slowly but surely you are improving your speaking abilities.

Also, we've got the feedback service whereby we'll send you a cue card or we'll send you some

questions, you record your answers, send in the audio recording, we review it, and then we tell

you how to improve. We pinpoint the areas you need to work on and give you exercises for you

to work on to improve those areas.

And we will have a promotion on that soon. So, if you go to ieltspodcast.com along the top you

will see a speaking feedback service being offered and I recommend you check that out and start

improving your speaking if you are worried about it.

That's it for me today. Have a great day and all the best with your IELTS preparation. Thank you

very much.

[Music]

Female Voice: Thanks for listening to ieltspodcast.com
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