
Ben: Hello there IELTS students. In this tutorial, Robert and myself are going to talk about a

new way to look at IELTS Writing Task 2. How are you doing today Rob?

Robert: I’m fine. I’m fine, Ben. And you? How are things?

Ben: Oh good, thank you. As you know, I’ve got a new baby--

Robert: I know.

Ben: --my first son. Yeah, it's incredible. So first time doing the podcast as a father. It's quite a

milestone.

Robert: Yeah. You said it's your first one. How many are you planning? Are you planning a big

family?
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Ben: Well, it's the first thing that I like legitimately know about, but to answer your question, at

the moment I’ll be happy with another one, but ask me in a couple of months. I might have

changed my mind. We’ll see. All right.

So, before we jump into this, I just want to tell all our listeners that if you are struggling with the

IELTS podcast, then please get in contact with us at ieltspodcast.com. We've got the feedback

service where you can send in your essays. It’s probably the fastest way to improve.

We've got the Jump to Band 7 or It's Free online IELTS Writing course. We're getting some great

results with that Ali is progressing so well. Well done, Ali. His essays are getting better and

better with every one that he sends in to us.

Also, just a bit about myself before we start. My name is Ben and I’m from the north of England.

I haven't lived there for a long time and that's probably why you can understand me clearly. I left

England and I started teaching English and I quickly specialized in IELTS.
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I got good at teaching IELTS by interviewing all the experts which is kind of similar to what I’m

doing today when I’m interviewing our ex-IELTS examiner Mr. Robert Buckinghamshire. Well

Robert, can you tell us where you're from and how you got into IELTS before we get started.

Robert: I’m from the west of England actually. I was born in-- not the south. I call it the west,

the south west where all the pirates come from by the sea. So, I got into English teaching after

studying at university. I studied English at university and kind of got into it because I took a

short time summer job in teaching English as a foreign language and enjoyed it very much and

settled into it in that way.

I worked in England for a few years then went abroad, worked there. I’m still abroad now. As for

IELTS, that came fairly late in my career. Actually, I was invited a few years ago by the British

Council organization to go for the examining job as a speaking examiner and at that time as well

we would also do the writing examining as well, correcting the writing exam.
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So, I did that for about seven or eight years and really enjoyed it and teaching IELTS a little bit at

the same time. I still do some IELTS teaching these days through private groups and things like

that and really enjoy it. I like to have other things to do at the same time, not just IELTS, all

kinds of different levels. I guess IELTS represents around about 50% of the work I do these days

I would imagine so through teaching. It’s always good fun.

Ben: Yeah. What I like about IELTS is like you can really test what you're learning as a tutor,

test it on the students and if it's working, boom. To some extent, they are passing. If it's not

effective then they're not passing and you can change it. That's what I found. That's what got me

to specialize in IELTS anyway.

Enough about us. Let's jump on to a new way to look at Task 2 Writing. So, could you start us off

with this please, Robert?
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Robert: Yeah, of course, Ben. I thought it would be interesting today to talk about a different

aspect of IELTS particularly thinking about the writing tasks, Task 2 Writing and well, I’m not

going to go on at all really about giving you tips, perhaps another day, about how to improve

your score or how to write complex sentences. No. Nothing like that.

Tips there are everywhere. Ask Ben, you know that better than I do. Your podcast is full of really

good ones. I was checking them out the other day. You got some really good stuff there. Lots of

tips there are. They're all over the place from official sites like the British Council as well as

IELTS Podcast.

So, what I want to talk about really is this: how IELTS reflects if you like a way of thinking. And

if we can start thinking like an IELTS exam or maybe like an IELTS examiner, the one who

writes the exam, I think that's the first big step towards getting that band 7 or 8 that all of us out

there really want.
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You start out, Ben and I know you like that kind of way of doing things. I think it's great, being a

bit personal, talking about ourselves a little bit and I want to talk about me. A long time ago, a

very long time ago in fact, because I’m getting pretty old now and before I forget all those

things. I’ve got to tell you before it's too late.

IELTS Writing Task 2 reminds me of the time I was at school. I don't know about you, but I just

went to a straightforward high school in the center of town what we call in England a state

school. In the U.S. they call it a public school I think. Everything was free. That's a lie. Nothing

is free at all. Is it really? Kind of free.

The uniform and the school lunch cost a bit. School lunch was awful by the way. I suffered that

for seven years, but the books were free. It was free. Even maybe the ideas-- whatever that

means-- were also free because I went to school a long time ago. I’m not going to tell you old I

am, but I went to school-- I began at school in the 1950s and I finished in the 1960s. I showed
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you how old I am. I should be sitting in on the beach smoking a pipe and looking at the waves,

but no. I enjoy working.

But education in those days generally speaking was a lot more rigid than it is now. What do I

mean by that? You listen to what the teacher said. You took it down. You noted it down, what

was written in the books as well. You did your homework and if you did your homework and it

was a good reflection of what the teacher said and what the book wrote then congratulations. You

got good grades. You were kind of imitating it, saying the right things in the right place.

And as you got older, you're getting on to 16, 17 finishing high school and stuff like that, well

some teachers in a few subjects would open out a bit and allow you to have a small little voice,

but seriously, your opinion to be honest with you-- I think the plan was to teach children to think

and act just like the teachers and even to become-- if they thought you were the right kind of

material to become a teacher like one of them one day and drive a cheap car and wear a horrible

suit.
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What I mean is read the same books and have the same ideas about those books, the same

thoughts. It was like welcome to the club. Join us. That kind of stuff. Okay. It wasn't all so dark

and kind of negative and all that.

Once you got near to leaving school when you're about 17 or so, I think you started meeting

other influence. You read other books and listened to music and watched a few films and made

new friends that helped you react against all that education that had come before. But you ended

up being a teacher, well at least I did anyway. What's that Pink Floyd? Another brick in the wall.

But I think going back on to look at it from another point of view, one thing that perhaps was

positive to a large extent and was also creative was the insistence at school on good writing.

What do they really mean by that?

On being able to present an argumentative type of essay when you had to take two sides to every

argument or at least see more than one side to the argument. Look at different points of view.
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That was often through essays they gave you where you argued for and against the topic

statement and also in-- I don't know if you had them at school-- these kind of debating societies

where you were given a statement that you either had to defend it or support it or alternatively

argue against it.

I got involved in that at school. I remember sometimes they gave me-- all right, you're going to

speak against that. I said but I’m not against it. You've got to speak against it. Think of ideas.

Okay. And it was good training for you in a way.

Ben: Yeah totally. I remember at school we had a class debate about fox hunting and I was in the

group pro fox hunting and then at the end-- which is not my like typical side, but now that I think

about it, it is excellent preparation for IELTS because in IELTS it doesn’t really matter what your

side is. It's more about the communication and how you state the argument.
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In my case, after I finished the debate about all the benefits of killing foxes, I said at the end-- I

was like okay, now that the debate is finished I just want to let everybody know that's not my

actual personal point of view. I don't believe anything of what I just said. And pretty much when

you're writing an IELTS essay, you've got that license to write something that you do not believe

in.

Robert: That's true. That's true. That's true. Do you do what Oscar Wilde said about fox

hunting? He said something like ah, fox hunting. That is the indescribable chasing the inedible.

Ben: Gosh. How eloquent.

Robert: It trains you I guess to kind of like learn an important lesson in life like thinking on your

feet because they didn't give you all the time in the world to think about what you're going to

write or say. Maybe they would give you 20 minutes or something like that.
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Okay. So, years and years after that when I look at those IELTS Task 2 writing questions, as you

just said, I think back to those debates because the concept and the practice are more or less the

same. IELTS is asking you to think on your feet, to have something to say about anything and

more importantly just say it in a logical way where you can distinguish between your main ideas

and supporting ideas and where you show your knowledge and experience through the

supporting examples you provide exactly as they say an exam. Please provide examples from

your own knowledge and experience and that is very important.

But that's the idea of it. This is my idea and I’m backing it up. I can't just have an idea without

any support, without evidence. So, this will show that you can present a point of view in a

convincing way.

Of course, of course, of course if we stand back and think okay, I know it's an exam that for

thousands of you out there, many thousands of people it's a very, very important step in your life.

It's that key that you want to open a door to future success, to go on to do that postgraduate
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course or to move to another country or whatever it is you're doing, looking for a better job, etc.

etc. etc. I perfectly understand that.

I know that's very, very true, but at the same time look at it as a kind of a game, a very important

game, but it's a game all the same. Of course it's not a game in real life when a courtroom lawyer

presents his or her arguments in favor of their client in front of a judge or a jury, but school

debates and IELTS exam is a good way to play at being that lawyer in real life. It's not life and

death in reality, but it's almost like that. It's also a kind of game.

On the other hand, looking from another point of view, I often feel that this kind of essay writing

for all its positive virtues has a kind of a bias. It's prejudiced and it's one-sided if you like in

favor of those test takers coming from the humanities or social science backgrounds.

That means of course that the majority of IELTS test takers all over the world might be at a

disadvantage because most of the ones I’ve met a student or as an ex-examiner we're into
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sciences or engineering or medicine and related areas, areas where the study and the working

methods move from if you're like describing reality or presenting or testing out hypotheses and

constructing some kind of experiment to collect evidence and presenting the results of the

experimental phase and finally going on to discuss the results in terms of what they mean, how

significant they are and if they really support that original hypothesis.

Ben: With very little like imagination, very little creativity. Like you said, it's science-based.

There’s as a process there.

Robert: Exactly, exactly, exactly, but I’ve got this question. Isn't the IELTS Task 2 writing essay

asking you to do something very similar? Okay. All right. I’ve got the hypothesis in science. I

think from my knowledge experience that if this is applied, this is going to happen, but isn't that

very similar to the statement we see in the Task 2 question? How far is this true or not? How far

do you agree with this or not?
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The experimental stage, the methodology we use to make science if you like test the hypothesis

and the results obtained help us determine if the hypothesis contains some general truths or

whether we should modify it or just forget it, just abandon it.

In the IELTS essay, we test our hypotheses, our point of view if you like-- if you prefer with the

evidence taken from our knowledge of the world and personal experience. That's our

experimental phase if you like. I’m showing the reader that I can back up, I can support my point

of view, my hypothesis, my view with evidence.

It's a similar kind of process to the scientific written description. That evidence I’m giving can be

compared and discussed just the same as results I discussed in scientific literature with a lot of--

because in science, we talk about-- it's in linguistics they talk about something they call hedging.

Do you know what hedging is?

© IELTSPodcast.com / B.Worthington / BW English Services. 2022. All Rights Reserved.
A new way to look at IELTS Writing Task 2

IELTS Online Course - Jump to Band 7 or it's Free!

IELTS Essay Correction Service

Click here for IELTS Materials (free)

https://www.ieltspodcast.com/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post541
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/a-new-way-look-task-2-writing/?utm_source=app_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post541
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/a-new-way-look-task-2-writing/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post541
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/online-ielts-course/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post541
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/essay-correction-service/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post541
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/sign/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post541


Hedging is just a kind of sophisticated linguistic language to express things like possibility and

doubt: it might be, maybe, if, could be, I don’t know and that happens in science and it happens

in IELTS essays, too. It’s the same thing.

Ben: Yeah, yeah, yeah, but just one thing though. The thing with like engineers or those working

in science backgrounds and stuff, they've got the results of the test, so they don't have to think of

the answers whereas the ones in humanities, they've got years, years of sort of like experience of

these kind of typical IELTS topics like crime or politics or whatever. They've got this big bank of

material from which to draw possible answers and science-based students have got their results

and the problem is with their Task 2 there's no results.

Yeah, I totally agree with you that they can use the same process exactly like you said and then

use the same language, but when it does come to like the substance of the answer, I do agree with

what you said right at the beginning; the humanities definitely, definitely got a big advantage and

it's something I’d never thought about before to be honest.
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Robert: I guess because who are the people who write these exams? They are people like you,

people like me who are not teaching anymore or they're not running IELTS podcasts anymore,

but they're probably sitting around with white beards and their pipes and slippers in some

comfortable room writing exams. They are ex-teachers and they come from--

I’ve met in my life a whole load of English teachers. I had a friend years ago when I was still

working in England. He was a nice guy and we were amazed when he first came into the

language school because I was chatting with him over a beer or something one night and I said

what did you study at university then? Chemistry. Chemistry?

He said well, I studied chemistry and I didn't really enjoy it very much and I got out of it and I

was looking for a part-time job and I did some teaching. I really liked it and I realized that

chemistry wasn't my thing. I really enjoyed language teaching. It’s not as cool. Why not? So,

most of us were graduates in modern languages, some in philosophy, some in English itself, and
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so on and so forth and he was the first person I’d met who'd actually study a science subject.

Why not? Why not?

But coming back to what I was saying, I think in science we-- all right. We do an experiment.

We've got our idea of what we're looking for and we're thinking is this going to work and how do

we conduct this? How do we kind of prove this if it's true or not through an experiment, but then

I’ve got the results of the experiment and then I have to discuss them and sometimes they're not

all that clear.

You've got a whole world there from results sections which would begin saying from the results

obtained from this study, it is clearly shown that all candidates who study through IELTS Podcast

will obtain an average of 7.5 in their final exam. Okay.

But, what if the results I’ve got are kind of mixed and it's well, wait a minute. There seems to be

a little difference between those people who get into IELTS Podcast who live in that part of the
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world and if they're younger, they do a bit better. Oh my God. And maybe the girls do better than

the boys. The girls always do better than the boys. Don't remind me. So, I’ve got well, it would

appear that, it could be said that, oh God. I’m not so sure anymore.

So, I’ve got to use those mights and coulds, so my language is getting more complicated. I’ve got

to write sentences which are more complex because what I’m trying to say is not so

straightforward anymore and it's a little bit like an IELTS essay when we're offering examples

up. I’m trying to prove or show or support our point of view and also look at different points of

view and then make our conclusions So, I think there are-- so, I’m trying to be helpful to our

scientific people here. There is a way in view.

Ben: Yeah, kind of like using the scientific sort of like process and their experience, the

knowledge of the language they'll use in their test, but also most importantly the process of

approaching a typical test can also be used to approach a typical Writing Task 2 question, right?
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Robert: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. That's true. That's true because when I think about my own

students, as I said, most of them do come from a scientific background and I found talking with

them exactly as I’ve done with you today about the similarities between Task 2 essay planning

and writing and the ways they think and write and their studies and work.

The typical IELTS writing topics, we see that for a lot of the science people they look at those

topics they think oh my God, these topics are so generalized and kind of safe. And I say yes, of

course. They have to be. They have to be because you cannot introduce in an exam like this

which is open to all kinds all types shapes and sizes of people coming from all kinds of different

backgrounds and academic backgrounds, you've got to have topics which are not going to be

controversial. Very broad. Very broad.

And so you don't need such specialized knowledge necessarily or even that much experience of

life to understand them, not that much, but if you do have some, obviously-- but you're not trying
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to upset people in any way. It's a kind of writing exercise where you're really just saying all right,

here is my topic. What do they want me to do?

I’ve got to argue on both sides of that. Let me make a list of possible arguments in favor, a list of

possible arguments against. Let me think of some examples to illustrate my points of view. And

I’ve got to put it together in four or five paragraphs; let's say introduction, my two main body

paragraphs for and then against and then conclude it in some way and also from the beginning

have my hypothesis.

My hypothesis is basically particularly if the question asks me about my point of view. And take

it like that and say okay, that's the structure. It's a logical structure. It's not some kind of vague

humanistic social sciences talk about nothing.

Ben: Exactly. We've got to remember this is a language test and what's the goal of language? It's

communication. So, the examiner is not really bothered about the actual content or the actual
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side of the argument. Of course, it has to be realistic, but it's more about your ability to

communicate that.

And I think Rob’s idea there of just like approaching it as you would a science experiment and

using that same language there and the same skills I think can help reduce the frustration typical

science-based students can face when doing a typical humanities based question such as the

IELTS writing task. Is that right, Robert?

Robert: Yes, yes, yes. That's right. That's right. That's right.

Ben: Okay. Is there anything else before we finish that you’d like to mention?

Robert: I don't think so. All I was going to say is it's an experiment in logical thinking and that's

all it is. Look at it that way.

Ben: And just one last thing before we finish is this is a very important point and it's kind of like

an experiment in logic or logical thinking and you need to build that logical thinking muscle and
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this is why on our online course, we've got a whole module with sample questions and we ask

you to write just quick sample possible answers, not entire essays but just sample bullet points so

to speak just to build that muscle and just to see if we're on the same page and just to

demonstrate like okay, it doesn't matter your answer. Just anything semi-realistic and we're good

to go.

What's more important is how the answer is communicated rather than the side or the point of

view or the content.

Okay. So, that's it from me and Rob today. I hope you've been taking notes and if you're still

struggling with the IELTS, then please go to ieltspodcast.com/sign and you can sign up to our

newsletter there and get lots more advice. You can download the IELTS Podcast app and each

episode comes with its own transcript so you can follow along if you're having problems with

our accent.
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And also remember we've got the online course with the guarantee of jump to band 7 or it's free.

That's it for today. Have a great day and thank you for listening and good luck with your IELTS

exam.

[Music]

Female Speaker: Thanks for listening to ieltspodcast.com
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