
Robert: Hey. Hello there. It’s me again, Robert Buckingham. How are you? I hope you're all

doing okay out there and still got that ambition to get a really great grade in the IELTS. When are

you taking the exam? Pretty soon? In the next couple of months? Studying hard? Studying hard?

Well, I hope you are because what I’m going to talk to you about today, look at the title. It's this.

What are collocations and why are they important?

Oh dear. Deep breath. Deep breath. It's a big word, isn't it? Collocation. Collocation. A word

you've probably heard of I’m sure. Teachers use it a lot. It's one of our favorites. Maybe it makes

this sound important when we say things like hey, here's an interesting collocation. Make a note

of it. It'll come in useful in the future.

You know what the problem is? Nobody really knows what it means. What exactly does

collocation mean and why should we pay so much attention to them when we're studying English
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especially when we're preparing for the IELTS exam? Okay. Well, let's think a minute. Let's

think a minute.

If you want to think about any language and to really improve of in any language it's easy to

really see that language is not unique in the sense that we are producing new sentences, new

things all the time every time we speak or write. No, it's not like that at all. And this is not the

first time I’ve thought that and this is not the first time I’ve written or spoken or thought of

saying this is not the first time, but it is the first time I’ve said or written this is not the first time

in this particular context.

Okay. I’m joking. No, but do you see what I mean? Do you see what I mean? Language is mostly

dependent on associations of words, of common co-occurrence of words, words acting together

in groups or units. We just put them together in contexts some just like daily routines. Like have

a great weekend, see you on Monday and others are maybe more formal and formalize rituals

when our choice of words may be very, very restricted.
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When watching the Oscars and what do we hear there? And the winner for best foreign language

film goes to... What do we have there? A fixed expression and the winner of the... goes to...

Those are the words we expect and we hear them again and again. Nothing is a big surprise.

What is different of course in our daily lives is new experiences, new things, but the words that

we use more often than not are the same old things in different combinations all the time.

So, in other words, words collocate which simply means they go together in ready-made units.

And that's the way we can speak without making any great effort in our native languages. It's not

so easy very often when we're learning a new language, a different language and we just get it

from our memories. We just-- what's the word-- retrieve what we want to say from our personal

memory banks. It's an enormous store of words, phrases, information about words that we have

in our heads.

Now, of course for the native speaker of any language, this is all perfectly natural and we can do

all of this with ease. It's no problem at all most of the time, most of the time unless there are
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some issues like I’m feeling very nervous in front of 200 people. I’m nervous. I lose my way. I

don't know what I’m talking about.

Or if we're very tired. We've all experienced that. We know we've got to get up very early in the

morning and we travel to the airport or something. We're exhausted and we don't find the words

that we’re looking for. Or maybe we don't know what we're talking about. If you ask me to give a

talk to you right now about nuclear physics, I’d be lost. I would be lost. I would have no idea.

Okay, but what about all of us as language learners? Well, much more complicated, isn't it? We

all know that from experience. We're not so sure of what the exact expression is and maybe that's

why the common question a student asks a teacher is how do you say... in English? Often the

student is pleasantly surprised to learn that the expression in English is exactly the same as it is

in their native language.
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To be honest with you, I had that very, very same experience two hours ago. I was teaching a

class and somebody asked me a question and they said hey Rob, how do I say that in English?

And I said you just said it. It's exactly-- that's the expression we use. Oh, thank you very much,

she said.

Of course at other times, the word combination may be very different in the other language. We

all get that. For example, a very simple example between English and languages such as French

and Spanish to take two examples. When we learn that the verb have in those languages

collocates with indications of age and weight.

So, I just can't translate from English I am 87 years old and I weigh or I am 88 kilos without the

danger of people laughing at me. And how many times do we hear from French and Spanish and

other speakers of other languages saying in answers to the question how old are you? Oh, I have

27 years. Oh, no. It’s I am 27. Okay.
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In other words collocations are universal. They're everywhere in all the languages of the world.

That's what helps us learn and speak our own languages, but there is never a perfect

correspondence between any two languages of the way that we express ourselves. Of course not.

There are going to be some differences.

Now, the big question we have to ask ourselves is this. What are the best ways to learn and use

collocations in the language we are learning? The task in front of us appears to be immense, isn't

it? It's so big it means everything in the language or just about or is it so big? First of all, let's

think briefly today about the main ways in which words frequently combine together.

The other important point we should talk about is how relevant all of this is to IELTS. How

aware should I be of collocation in all four parts of the test; in the listening, speaking, reading,

and writing? Okay, but maybe that’s for another time.
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Let’s think today about this. A brief overview I’d like to give you of the types of collocation and

just a few brief, brief, brief examples. Okay. This is going to help us to get a clearer picture of

things. Most people agree that there are up to about seven types of collocations, seven types and

they either really are based around either nouns or verbs.

Let's take nouns to begin with. I have a noun. Okay. And of course I can put an adjective in front

of a noun. I can say let's take a word like heavy. That's going to be my example; heavy. Okay. A

heavy load, a heavy burden, a heavy suitcase, a heavy bag. Music. Do you like it? Heavy metal.

Well, some of it is okay. I’m not a great fan to be honest with you.

So, heavy heavy heavy heavy heavy with a noun, certain nouns they go together. They're very

closely related. They are very good friends. The adjective heavy with some nouns.

Okay. Of course if we have an adjective, very often we can put an adverb in front of it. Let's take

the adverb from heavy heavily. I have one example here: heavily armed police. Heavily armed
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police. Armed is our adjective describing that the police were carrying weapons. They were

armed. They had guns and they were heavily armed. Lots of guns, rifles. I don't know. I don't

know. That's not a very nice topic to talk about, is it?

So, let's go on together and think about something else. Nouns often of course go together in

English and other languages too often joined by a preposition like of. An example. It's not going

to be heavily or heavy this time. It's simply going to be this: an expression which means a lot of

attacks.

Recently in the city center there have been a spate of attacks. Is that a new word for you? A spate

s-p-a-t-e. You can see it on ieltspodcast.com later on when you check out the printed version of

this podcast, okay? Spate. A spate of attacks is a very nice way to say a lot of, a great number of

attacks. A spate of attacks.

© IELTSPodcast.com / B.Worthington / BW English Services. 2022. All Rights Reserved.
Why Collocations are so important in IELTS

IELTS Online Course - Jump to Band 7 or it's Free!

IELTS Essay Correction Service

Click here for IELTS Materials (free)

https://www.ieltspodcast.com/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/collocations-in-ielts/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/collocations-in-ielts/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/online-ielts-course/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/essay-correction-service/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/sign/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556


Nouns also to think of the fourth example of a type of collocation are associated with certain

verbs. Let's take the noun opportunity. An opportunity arose from our verb arise, came up, it

occurred. An opportunity has arisen, an opportunity arose. That verb is very closely associated

with the noun opportunity.

Let's go on to a few examples with verbs. Okay. First things first here. Verbs of course are

associated closely with nouns which can follow it. Now, let's take a simple verb and very often

these verbs are extraordinarily simple. Let's take break. I’ve got three examples here with break

and I could think of another 10 and you could give me another 10 yourselves I’m sure.

Look at this one. Break the rules, break a bone, break the record. Well, I’m not so sure. Some

people enjoy breaking the rules from time to time. Have you ever broken a bone? Well, I’ve been

lucky I’ve never broken a bone. No, never. Not an arm, not in my leg or foot or anything or even

a finger. No. Never in my life. I’m a lucky person, aren’t I?
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Break the record. He broke the world record. Did Usain Bolt break the 100 meters world record

once? I think he broke the record. Okay. Obviously, as well if we think of our adverb with an

adjective, adverbs are also very closely associated with verbs, aren't they? We can put an adverb

after the verb.

Let's go back to heavy or heavily our adverb. It snowed heavily overnight. Heavily armed police:

a lot of police with lots of weapons. Snowed heavily: a lot of snow. It rains heavily. It rained or

snowed heavily.

So, think of that and its usefulness when we're talking or writing. We're avoiding the obvious

word a lot or very much or something like that. We're saying it snowed heavily. What gives us

the advantage when we learn to use those expressions in natural contexts in another language is

that we begin to sound more natural and more like native speakers. We are imitating the way

they speak. That's the way we do it. That's the way we are going to do it when we're learning the

language that we're trying to master.
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It's very important that because particularly in the IELTS exam, the more natural you sound, the

more times you use collocations correctly, they will score you points particularly in writing and

speaking not forgetting their importance in the other parts of the exam too which we'll talk about

later on. We'll talk about that later on.

Okay. A last type of collocation. Well, we've got a lot of ways of putting words together in

expressions. Often it's a verb and then a preposition and then a noun and then something else

after it. For example, let's take our verb rely. If I rely-- I know that in English I’m expecting next

the preposition on and I’m then going to expect a noun and then maybe something more

complicated afterwards.

Listen to this. It's a whole sentence. The government relies on... On what? The support of...

Who? The Green Party. Why? To remain in power. I’ve got four or five little elements there. The

government relies on the support of the Green Party to remain in power. Without the support of

the Green Party, they would be in trouble.
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So, we rely on people. We rely on things. We rely on the support of other people. So, there I’m

catching a whole series of words: rely on the... rely on the something. Can I rely on you? Can I

rely on your support? Can the government rely on the support of the Green Party?

So, there are some variations, but I’ve got two or three little variations, but the pattern, the basic

thing is that expression of four or five words which commonly combine and of course, apart

from that if I could add an eighth. I’m sorry. I said there were seven. Let's have some number

eight, shall we?

We can add perhaps some very fixed expressions where the words never never vary. For

example, oh, you look very tired. You should take it easy for a while. Take it easy. Take it easy.

Take it easy for a while. Take it easy. Perhaps the only variation would be instead of for a while

for a bit. Take it easy. Take it easy. Take it easy. You should take it easy. You should take it easy.
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And what about the next one I’ve got? Don't think about the past. Forget what happened. Don't

worry about it. Listen to this. Put the past behind you. The only word I could ever change there

would possibly be the you, him, or her, or me. I put the past behind me. She put the past behind

her, but put the past behind. It's always very personal. All it means is forget what happened in the

past. You can't change it. Look ahead to the future. Put the past behind you. A fixed collocation

in an expression.

Okay. Pause, pause, pause. There's a lot of stuff here and at the end of the day, it's very difficult

this, isn't it? It's difficult for you. It's difficult for me really because how to learn collocations. It

looks like such a big task. It's a mammoth task as we say. That's another collocation; a mammoth

task, but of course, we're lucky these days.

We're lucky because there's so much material available on vocabulary in general and collocations

in particular. Okay. One or two things here. If you like the good old-fashioned-- and they're great

some of them-- textbooks that teachers use in classrooms and in online classes, your traditional
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kind of English language learning textbooks and books around that, specialized books on

vocabulary, grammar, etc.

I could mention one or two very very good ones. So, a favorite of mine is simply called

Collocations in English by I think it's McCarthy who writes that book. They've got a whole

series of those. It's excellent. Excellent. It devotes a lot of space-- and this is very interesting for

us really-- to collocations associated with particular topics.

Now, when I mention topics as an IELTS candidate, an IELTS taker, an IELTS student that

should be so familiar to you because in IELTS Podcast, for example, you know very well there

are sections that are on academic collocations and words and expressions and a wide range of

kind of classic IELTS writing and speaking topics: education, technology, etc. etc. etc.

Those lists, those word lists, those topic lists get to know things you could say: 20 expressions,

50 words associated with education or whatever. It's very common when we're studying
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something like IELTS we're encouraged to learn the vocabulary associated with topics and most

of them most of them really are parts of these collocations: nouns with adjectives, verbs with

nouns, verbs with prepositions and nouns.

It's so classic that and we've got special books, just books devoted to it. If you're a book fan go

for that one, all right? And of course, teachers always have a few tricks up their sleeve, no? And

I think we're living in times when teachers have all these little things they can do to make life

more interesting in the class and to help you learn, to encourage you to improve. They can create

all kinds of exercises and activities to practice collocations.

For example, let me think. Okay. Sentences with a gap and you have to fill the gap and it tests

your knowledge about the collocation. How about-- here's one. The thieves tried to ...... the bank

vault through a tunnel they had dug from a house on the other side of the road. The thieves tried

to-- what's the verb-- the bank vault through a tunnel they had dug from a house on the other side

of the road.

© IELTSPodcast.com / B.Worthington / BW English Services. 2022. All Rights Reserved.
Why Collocations are so important in IELTS

IELTS Online Course - Jump to Band 7 or it's Free!

IELTS Essay Correction Service

Click here for IELTS Materials (free)

https://www.ieltspodcast.com/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/collocations-in-ielts/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/audio-tutorials/collocations-in-ielts/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/online-ielts-course/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/essay-correction-service/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556
https://www.ieltspodcast.com/sign/?utm_source=blog_transcript&utm_medium=weekly&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=post556


Any idea? I tell you what it is. It's break into. Break into. The thieves tried to break into the bank

vault. All it really means break into is to enter some place by force into a place or a space. You

break into the bank. Okay. Gap filling is one thing. That's a classic English language learning

activity in most classrooms.

Another thing is of course games. A teacher can give you some games, no? Matching adjectives

to nouns. You've got two lists A B and you've got to match them up; adjectives on the left, nouns

on the right. How do they fit together? Adverbs with adjectives. We can do the same thing of

course or another way would be giving you a few examples and saying which one is not correct

here? Which one is the odd one out?

For example, I’m going to give you one, two, three, four, five-- five verbs and one noun, but one

of the verbs does not collocate with that noun. The noun is a job. Okay. So, make, lose, get,

apply for, do. A job. Which one is the odd one out? You tell me. I’ll give you five seconds. One,

two, three, four, five. I can hear it. I can hear it. I can feel I can hear it. The answer of course is
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make. We don't make a job. You can do a job, apply for a job, lose a job, get a job, enjoy your

job, and some other ones as well we can add, but never make a job.

Okay. And we also have things like flash cards. On one side you've got a verb or a noun or an

adjective. On the other side you've got the word or words it collocates with. You can test your

memory like that or just play all kinds of games. Nothing new in any of that.

We've been doing that for 40 or 50 years in classrooms, but I think the new thing that's happened

in the last 15 years in my opinion, perhaps less perhaps more for some teachers, is that we are

more and more worried and interested in vocabulary. We see that these collocations really form

the basis of so much in language. Speaking fluently and writing fluently is often a question of

putting those collocations together, combining them in interesting ways.

Okay. Now, teaching and teachers are not everything. They're only part of the story. The most

important thing to worry about is you the learner. That's where your awareness and your
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sensitivity to language is so important. We're all different, but with all aspects of learning a

language, it's what you do to help your learning that's most important.

Question: have you tried using online dictionaries? They are really great sources for learning

collocations. You'll see a word in real context with those words that frequently come before or

after it. I’ve also discovered that simply googling-- you like that verb-- googling something like

collocations with and then I put the word. It could be break, it could be heavy all right to take

two of the simple examples I’m using today.

I put the collocations with and then the keyword I’m interested in and it produces results. Believe

me. It's all over the place on the internet. If anything, there's too much information on

collocations. I know that of course to sound more natural, more native-like we need to be able to

use them in speech and writing and I’ve said this on many many occasions. The only way to start

it is just starting it. Doing it. Try it out.
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I tell you what you should do. I’ve done the same when I’ve tried myself to learn other

languages. Listen and imitate. Read and imitate. Listen and listen again and start mimicking. Be

like a parrot. People will say sometimes you get it right, sometimes you get it wrong, but unless

we get our tongue around it, unless we hold it in our hand with our pencil and pen and write it,

we're never going to learn it.

Do it and do it again. Just try it out. Say oh, that's how they say that. That's an interesting

combination of words. Hey, that's the same in my language. Well, that's easy then or hmm, that's

different to my language. I’d better take notice of that one. I better remember that one. Oh wow!

I had that in my class earlier this morning. We were talking about how you ignore somebody and

in English you might say oh, no. I turned my back on him. I turned my back on him. In other

words, I just don't want to see that person anymore. I don't want to associate with that person

anymore.
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In the language of my students, they would say something like I gave that person my back and

one tried to say that. I said I understand exactly what you mean, but you're translating. We don't

say it like that in English. We say I’ve turned my back on him. Oh, I didn't know that. Well, now

you know it. Write it down. Say it again try it out yourself. It's the only way. It's the only way.

So, getting constructive feedback from our performance. Remember an IELTS podcast you get

into this again. Go and write your essays. Be aware of your collocations. Ask for feedback from

the experts on your collocations and when you're speaking, too. Trying to get them into your

speech.

Okay. Well, I think that's all for now. I’d like to carry on in a further podcast thinking of this

again, but I think that's all for now. So, have a great day. No matter where you are, keep

studying, keep safe, keep well and it's been a pleasure talking to you, okay? So, I’ll be talking to

you again very soon I hope. Happy IELTS. Bye-bye.
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[Music]

Female Speaker: Thanks for listening to ieltspodcast.com
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